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RIPLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ripley  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  year 
1961. 

The  population  of  the  District  has  again  fallen  slightly. 
Comment  is  made  in  the  body  of  the  report.  The  points 
made  are  known  to  the  Council  and  effort  is  being  made  in 
the  general  directions  mentioned. 

We  have  work  to  do  on  many  environmental  matters. 
This  is  indicated  by  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector.  He  has  now  had  time  to  look  around  and  study 
the  District.  A  fresh  mind  is  often  most  useful  in  examin¬ 
ing  old  matters.  The  basic  needs  of  the  community  are  still 
incomplete  as  indicated  by  work  required  on  a  new  Sewage 
Scheme  and  in  connection  with  Slum  Clearance.  The  new 
drive  on  increased  use  of  Improvement  Grants,  which  will 
provide  the  basic  hygiene  requirements  in  a  structurally 
good  old  house,  is  one  of  the  main  moves  to  bring  accom¬ 
modation  up  to  basic  standards  made  for  a  long  time. 

Long  delay  in  starting  a  new  Sewage  Scheme  must  in¬ 
evitably  increase  already  high  costs.  In  a  small  Urban 
District  this  is  a  heavy  expenditure,  but  there  can  be  little 
future  for  an  area  with  an  unsatisfactory  Sewage  System. 
There  is  high  praise  for  the  way  the  Council  has  faced  up 
to  this  problem  and  we  hope  for  an  early  solution  to  some 
of  the  sewage  problems. 

In  connection  with  Clean  Air,  are  some  of  the  adverse 
comments  made  in  respect  of  Clean  Air  Zones  due  to  lack 
of  proper  education  in  the  need  for  Clean  Aii,  or  is  the 
success  of  persons  opposing  Clean  Air  Zones  in  postponing 
development  of  the  Zone  the  result  of  those  in  favour  not 
saying  they  are  in  favour  as  often  or  as  loudly  as  those  who 
say  they  oppose  it? 

I  have  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Council,  and  in 
particular  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
for  their  help  and  support  during  the  year.  Their  en¬ 
couragement  on  health  matters  is  most  stimulating. 

We  appreciate,  too,  the  interest  of  the  Press  in  all  the 
health  matters  and  appreciate  their  illustration  on  Home 
Safety  Accidents  by  their  factual  report. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  WEYMAN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS 


The  statistics  which  appear  in  this  report  have  been 
compiled  from  information  received  from  a  number  of 
sources  throughout  the  year. 

The  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  Ripley  supplies 
a  weekly  return,  giving  details  of  births  and  deaths 
occurring  in  the  area. 

Notifications  of  infectious  disease  are  sent  in  by  Medical 
Practitioners  and  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis  sometimes  by  the 
Chest  Physicians  and  Hospital  Medical  Officers. 

The  notification  of  suspected  cases  is  most  important, 
for  instance  in  poliomyelitis,  food  poisoning  and  dysentery. 
Telephone  communications  are  much  appreciated  and  can 
save  a  great  deal  of  time. 

Additional  information  about  infectious  disease  and  un¬ 
diagnosed  illnesses  comes  from  hospitals,  school  teachers, 
parents,  health  visitors  and  casual  conversations. 

At  weekly  and  quarterly  intervals  details  regarding  in¬ 
fectious  disease,  births  and  deaths  are  received  from  the 
Registrar  General.  This  enables  a  watch  to  be  kept  on  any 
unsually  prevalent  disease  in  the  County,  or  surrounding 
districts  or  towns. 

POPULATION 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Urban  District  at  30th 
June,  1961,  was  given  by  the  Registrar  General  as  17,650. 
This  is  a  decrease  of  250  from  the  estimate  made  at  the 
same  time  in  1960. 

The  population  at  the  Census  taken  in  March,  1961,  was 
17,601. 

The  estimated  annual  populations  for  the  last  10  years 
are  given  in  Table  4. 

BIRTHS 

257  live  births  were  registered  in  1961,  giving  a  crude 
birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  14.56. 

This  rate  is  higher  than  that  for  1960  and  is  2.84  per 
thousand  lower  than  the  England  and  Wales  rate  for  1961. 
(See  Summary  of  Statistics  and  Table  4). 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

2  Infant  Deaths  were  recorded,  one  occurring  under  the 
age  of  4  weeks. 

These  figures  both  give  death  rates  per  thousand  live 
births  lower  than  those  for  England  and  Wales.  (See  Sum¬ 
mary  of  Statistics). 

STILLBIRTHS 

The  7  stillbirths  registered  give  a  rate  per  thousand 
births  (live  and  still)  of  26.5. 

This  is  higher  than  the  England  and  Wales  rate  (see 
Summary  of  Statistics). 
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PERINATAL  MORTALITY 

The  total  of  stillbirths  and  infant  deaths  occurring 
under  the  age  of  1  week  is  8,  giving  a  rate  per  thousand  live 
and  stillbirths  of  30.3  (see  Summary  of  Statistics  and 
Table  3). 

This  is  a  reduction  from  the  figure  recorded  in  1959. 


DEATHS 

206  deaths  were  registered. 

This  gives  a  crude  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  11.7,  which  after  adjustment  by  the  application  of 
the  comparability  factor  of  1.1  is  13.2  (see  Summary  of 
Statistics  and  Table  4). 

Deaths  from  Individual  Diseases 

The  206  deaths  are  set  out  in  Table  5  according  to  cause 
and  sex. 

Disease  of  Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

98  deaths  occurred  in  this  group,  50  males  and  48 
females. 

Numbers  17  to  21  inclusive  in  Table  5  make  up  this 
total,  which  is  48%  of  the  total  deaths  recorded. 

32  were  due  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 
and  14  to  other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system;  35  were 
due  to  coronary  disease  and  the  remaining  17  to  other  heart 
diseases. 

Gancer 

39  deaths,  16  men  and  23  women,  made  this  the  second 
largest  group  (see  Table  5). 

The  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  from 
cancer  of  the  lung  is  lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales,  whilst  the  death  rate  for  all  other  forms  of  cancer 
is  a  little  higher  (see  Summary  of  Statistics). 

Cancer  of  the  Lung 
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More  men  die  from  cancer  of  the  lung  than  women. 
These  figures  illustrate  the  fact. 
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Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

There  were  14  deaths  from  Pneumonia  and  12  deaths 
from  Bronchitis. 

It  is  hoped  that  progress  with  the  abolition  of  atmos¬ 
pheric  pollution  will,  in  due  course,  enable  people  subject 
to  Bronchitis  to  live  longer  and  run  less  risk  of  dying  from 
Bronchitis. 

Tuberculosis 


There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  registered  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 
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Accidents 

4  persons,  2  men  and  2  women,  died  following  accidents. 
1  man,  aged  49,  died  as  a  result  of  a  car  accident,  the 
other  man,  aged  35,  as  a  result  of  an  accident  in  the  pit. 
One  woman,  aged  65,  died  as  a  result  of  coal  gas  poisoning, 
the  other,  a  woman  of  77,  died  as  a  result  of  a  fall. 

Suicide 

No  deaths  from  suicide  were  registered  in  the  Urban 
District. 

There  were  3  deaths  last  year. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

471  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  in  1961. 
Measles  alone  accounted  for  over  80%  of  this  total. 

The  incidence  of  individual  diseases  was:  Measles  396, 
Pneumonia  50,  Erysipelas  9,  Tuberculosis  6,  Scarlet  Fever  6 
and  Whooping  Cough  4. 

Tables  6,  7.  8,  9  and  10  give  details  of  age  and  sex  dis¬ 
tribution  and  seasonal  incidence  of  these  diseases. 

Measles 

396  cases  were  notified. 

Over  half  the  cases  occurred  in  children  of  school  age, 
the  remainder  in  younger  children.  The  outbreak  started 
in  the  early  spring  and  lasted  five  months;  the  majority  of 
cases  being  notified  in  June  and  July.  (Tables  8,  9  and  10). 
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Pneumonia 

50  cases  were  notified. 

Most  cases  occurred  in  January  and  February;  14  of 
them  in  the  over  60  age  group  were  notified  during  this 
period.  (Tables  8,  9  and  10). 

Tuberculosis 

6  new  cases  were  notified. 

The  case  notified  in  a  woman  was  of  a  non-respiratory 
type. 

2  cases,  men  of  49  and  63,  are  miners.  (See  Tables  6 
and  7). 

Mass  Radiography 

The  Nottingham  No.  2  Area  Mass  Radiography  Unit 
carried  out  a  survey  in  Ripley  from  the  30th  May  to  the 
12th  June,  1961. 

I  give  below  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Unit’s 
Director,  Dr.  W.  Guthrie: — 

“  Total  number  of  persons  X-rayed  was  1,059. 

“  The  response  from  the  general  public,  although  good, 
was  not  quite  so  good  as  in  1957,  when  300  more  were 
X-rayed  than  on  this  occasion.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
64%  of  the  general  public  had  been  X-rayed  previously  by 
this  Unit. 

“  No  definite  case  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was 
discovered,  but  there  was  one  observation  case. 

“  Six  persons  were  referred  elsewhere  for  conditions 
not  of  a  tuberculosis  nature.” 


CLEAN  ASR 

No  progress  has  been  made.  The  reign  of  Filth  con¬ 
tinues.  Almost  the  only  expressions  of  opinion  come  from 
people  opposed  to  any  change. 

No  one  speaks  up  loudly  and  repeatedly  in  favour  of 
clean  air.  No  housewife  writes  to  the  Council  asking  why 
no  progress  has  been  made.  There  does  not  appear  to  be 
any  strong  public  feeling  that  there  should  be  progress  in 
creating  a  clean  town. 

Housewives  buy  washing  machines  and  most  modern 
equipment  for  the  home.  Yet  when  the  Council  offers  to 
pay  two-thirds  of  the  cost  of  equipment  necessary  to  burn 
smokeless  fuel  only  opposition  is  encountered. 

Everyone  complains  of  the  rate  of  taxation,  but  when 
there  is  an  opportunity  to  get  some  money  back  and 
modernise  their  house  no  attempt  to  do  so  is  made. 
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Some  of  us  have  burnt  smokeless  fuels  for  over  30  years 
with  complete  confidence  and  success.  Perhaps  one  day 
many  other  people  will  realise  the  slaves  they  have  made 
of  themselves  by  burning  crude  material,  a  large  proportion 
of  which  is  used  to  produce  dirt  and  thick  fogs. 

Ventilation 

One  gains  the  impression  that  more  thought  is  being 
given  to  this  problem  as  discussed  in  the  last  Annual 
Report.  Much  improvement  is  still  needed.  More  ex¬ 
tractor  fans  are  being  installed  but  are  not  always  used 
as  often  as  they  might  be.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
whether  it  is  possible  to  produce  an  automatic  device  to 
control  extractor  fans  so  that  they  are  switched  on  if  tem¬ 
perature  and  pollution  reach  a  certain  level.  This  would 
remove  some  of  the  problems  inherent  in  human  control. 

The  siting  of  the  outlet  is  also  important.  No  pedes¬ 
trian  likes  to  have  a  blast  of  foul  air  strike  his  face  when 
passing  a  building.  The  elimination  of  some  contaminants 
may  be  required  before  final  mixing  with  the  external  air. 
Some  smells  can  be  quite  objectionable. 


SWIIVliVHNC  BATHS 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  District.  Facil¬ 
ities  are  available  in  the  surrounding  county  area  at  some 
distance. 

It  is  with  considerable  pleasure  that  I  can  record  that 
certain  energetic  and  public-spirited  people  have  set  out  to 
raise  money  to  build  a  public  swimming  bath  in  the  town. 
This  is  a  most  worthy  cause  and  deserves  all  possible 
support. 

Baths  are  important  from  two  points  of  view: — 

(1)  To  ensure  that  every  young  child  is  taught  to  swim, 
or  at  least  has  the  opportunity. 

(2)  To  provide  more  indoor  recreation  in  view  of  the 
general  shortage  of  indoor  recreation.  Remember 
our  climate. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

There  is  considerable  work  in  the  town  to  bring  before 
the  public  important  points  concerning  health  matters. 
These  are  discussed  at  Committee  Meetings.  Councillors 
give  vigorous  support  on  many  occasions"  and  sometimes 
points  are  brought  up  and  stressed  at  Council  Meetings. 
Councillors  who  belong  to  organisations  can  carry  the  in¬ 
formation  further  and  help  enormously  in  promoting  dis¬ 
cussions  on  health  education  topics. 
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The  Press  give  excellent  support  and  write  up  interest¬ 
ing  points.  This,  combined  with  the  distribution  of  leaflets 
and  posters  to  organisations  and  interested  persons,  goes 
about  as  far  as  it  is  possible  under  the  present  organisation. 
Further  support  on  similar  points  comes  from  the  County 
Council  Health  Services.  Health  Visitors  produce  displays 
at  the  Clinic  and  in  their  discussions  with  parents  and  chil¬ 
dren  carry  on  the  spread  of  knowledge  about  health  topics. 


SAFETY 

The  term  Home  Safety  is  now  firmly  established  in  the 
minds  of  many  people. 

Various  consumer  groups,  organisations  and  firms  go  to 
considerable  trouble  in  testing,  reporting  and  ensuring  that 
articles  are  safe  to  use. 

Unfortunately  the  only  test  of  adequate  training  in  man 
is  whether  he  survives  alive  and  uninjured.  Accident  hos¬ 
pitals  can  show  ample  evidence  of  extensive  repair  jobs 
when  a  failure  occurs  or  there  has  been  inadequate  train¬ 
ing.  Victims  lie  in  graveyards  or  Gardens  of  Rest  at 
Crematoria. 

Many  branches  of  safety  prevention  have  developed. 
There  are  Industrial,  Home,  Agricultural  and  Road  Safety 
branches  to  name  a  few.  They  have  their  special  functions 
and  are  in  different  stages  of  development. 

Home  Safety  is  beginning  to  be  written  into  housing 
programmes,  but  it  is  unusual  to  hear  of  housing  schemes 
being  deliberately  checked  for  safety. 

Problems  remain  with  houses  in  use.  The  best  solu¬ 
tion  is  nearly  always  the  personal  approach. 

There  are  many  visitors  to  premises  who  might  make 
some  polite  comment  on  equipment  or  apparatus  which 
may  not  be  safe.  One  appeals  to  all  visitors  to  other 
people’s  houses  to  find  some  way  of  politely  drawing  the 
attention  of  the  occupant  to  a  danger  existing  in  the  home. 

A  successful  approach  was  made  by  an  Insurance  Agent 
who  sold  a  Policy  by  pointing  out  a  whole  range  of  dangers 
visitors  might  come  across  in  the  house. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  consideration  was  being  given 
to  the  setting  up  of  a  Home  Safety  Committee. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  this  Committee  is  now  fully 
functional  and  is  a  Joint  Committee  formed  as  a  result  of 
co-operation  between  Alfreton  and  Ripley  Urban  District 
Councils  and  the  many  organisations  in  the  two  districts. 
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S.O.S.  Cards 

In  support  of  Home  Safety,  S.O.S.  Cards  must  be  men¬ 
tioned.  These  cards,  introduced  some  time  ago,  are  avail¬ 
able  for  distribution  to  older  people,  disabled  people  and 
those  who  have  to  be  left  alone  for  any  considerable  portion 
of  the  day. 

In  one  instance  a  card  displayed  in  a  window  ensured 
that  the  casualty  was  on  her  way  to  hospital  within  20 
minutes. 

Cooker  Pan  Guards 

Children  are  still  seen  at  school  medical  inspections 
with  scars  as  a  result  of  scalds  received  in  early  life. 

One  way  to  reduce  accidents  by  pans  being  tipped  or 
pulled  off  stoves  is  to  install  a  cooker  guard,  which  takes 
pan  handles  in  slots.  A  better  proposition  would  be  to 
produce  the  stove  top  stamping  with  the  pan  guard  as  an 
integral  part.  Cleaning  would  be  much  easier. 


SERVICES  FOR  OLDER  PEOPLE 

A  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  is  now  operated  by  the 
Women’s  Voluntary  Service.  This  is  an  excellent  scheme 
and  we  are  most  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  W.V.S.  and 
other  helpers  for  their  enthusiasm  in  starting  the  service. 
Thanks  also  go  to  the  County  Welfare  Committee  and 
Ripley  Urban  District  Council  for  their  support,  financial 
and  otherwise. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  booklet  to  doctors  giving  in¬ 
formation  about  “  Services  Available  to  the  Aged  and 
Chronic  Sick  ”  was  of  great  interest  in  that  it  concentrated 
a  great  deal  of  useful  information. 

Laundry  Service  for  Foul  Linen 

The  idea  behind  this  service  is  to  provide  facilities  for 
cleaning  linen  from  older  or  disabled  people  nursed  at 
home.  This  service  might  make  it  possible  for  more  people 
to  remain  in  their  own  homes  and  ease  the  burdens  on  rela¬ 
tives  who  help  look  after  the  person  concerned. 

No  service  is  available. 

Safety  Appliances 

There  should  be  considerable  concern  that  baths  are 
still  installed  without  any  handle  or  sure  grip  to  assist  a 
person  in  getting  in  and  out  of  the  bath.  There  are  many 
different  baths,  but  very  few  have  this  quite  simple  safety 
grip.  Alternatively  a  grip  can  be  attached  to  the  wall. 

A  similar  grip  might  be  installed  in  lavatories  to  help 
the  older  or  arthritic  person. 
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OFFICES  ACT,  1980 

Note  should  be  made  that  there  are  many  efficient  firms 
and  organisations  who  take  a  tremendous  amount  of  trouble 
to  accommodate  and  equip  their  staff  to  almost  ideal  levels. 

However,  the  failure  of  the  Act  to  become  an  effective 
piece  of  legislation  is  one  of  our  misfortunes. 

Many  offices  have  inadequate  accommodation  for  effi¬ 
cient  and  cheerful  work  and  the  amenities  are  extremely 
poor. 

Often  one  can  get  an  idea  of  efficiency  by  merely  enter¬ 
ing  an  office.  If  the  responsibility  for  accommodation  and 
decoration  is  not  met  then  an  organisation  can  think  very 
little  of  the  staff. 

Poor  lighting  leading  to  eye  strain,  dirty  walls  and 
cheerless  passages  lead  to  a  poor  output  of  work  and  im¬ 
presses  visitors  unfavourably. 

It  was  hoped  that  certain  minimum  standards  would  be 
in  existence  for  office  accommodation  by  now.  Until  they 
are  only  very  slow  improvement  can  be  expected. 


HOUSING 

Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  years  to  the  diffi¬ 
culties  which  can  arise  through  inadequate  housing. 

Methods  of  producing  satisfactory  accommodation  are 
indicated  quite  clearly  in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
Report.  If  the  only  reason  for  not  being  able  to  carry  out 
these  methods  are  financial  ones  then  there  must  be  some 
very  serious  study  to  find  a  way  to  break  out  of  the  finan¬ 
cial  tangle. 

It  is  high  time  that  some  fundamental  economic 
research  was  carried  out  on  families  in  unsatisfactory 
accommodation. 

Their  disadvantages  calculated  on  a  financial  basis 
should  be  compared  with  similar  families  in  satisfactory 
accommodation.  This  might  persuade  authorities  that  im¬ 
proved  accommodation  is  well  worth  while. 


POPULATION 

The  population  of  the  District  has  fallen  again  this  year. 
These  trends  are  sometimes  difficult  to  reverse.  There  are 
often  many  factors  and  it  is  not  easy  to  recommend  any  one 
single  measure  to  change  the  situation. 
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There  are  many  factors  in  favour  of  residence  in  the 
Ripley  District.  It  is  a  pleasant  area  surrounded  by  and 
including  excellent  country  scenery.  The  town  has  a  good 
shopping  centre  and  is  conveniently  close  to  large  towns. 
There  are  active  and  vigorous  citizens  interested  in  the 
town’s  affairs  and  improvements  are  taking  place. 

Some  points  which  improve  conditions  include: — 

(1)  The  siting  of  more  industry  in  the  area  so  that  resi¬ 
dents  need  not  travel  far  to  work.  If  there  is  much  travel¬ 
ling  people  are  tempted  to  move  closer  to  their  work 
because  of  wasted  time  and  increased  travelling  costs. 

(2)  More  house  building,  both  council  and  private.  This, 
in  conjunction  with  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  on  Slum  Clearance,  should  give  rise  to  consider¬ 
able  thought. 

(3)  Review  of  the  town  map  if  adequate  sites  are  not 
available.  Some  development  of  the  area  would  relieve 
pressure  on  other  towns. 

(4)  Mention  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  of  the 
stream  of  heavy  traffic  passing  through  the  town  centre 
with  all  its  inconvenience.  Alternative  routes  for  this  traffic 
are  necessary  if  the  town  centre  is  to  develop  and  in  order 
that  the  town  can  live  its  own  life  without  interference. 


RIPLEY  HOSPITAL 

This  is  a  smalls  general  practitioner  hospital.  My  con¬ 
nection  with  it  is  the  control  of  cross  infection. 

I  have  welcomed  and  been  extremely  pleased  to  take 
part  in  discussions  on  this  matter. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  for  administrators  to  realise 
the  part  a  small  community  hospital  plays  in  a  town. 

Perhaps  this  can  best  be  explained  by  remembering 
that  in  London,  for  instance,  all  people  are  strangers,  whilst 
in  Ripley  many  people  will  speak  to  you.  The  hospital  is 
part  of  the  community. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
General  Statistics 

Area  in  Acres  . 

Population  (estimated)  . . 

Population  per  Acre  . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  31st  March,  1962)  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  1961-62 

Live  Births  registered  . 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  total  live 

births  .  . 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population . 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (comparability  factor  1.00) 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales . 

Still  Births  registered  . 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (Live  and  Still) 
Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ... 

Deaths  registered  . 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor  1.13) 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales . 

Maternal  Deaths  (Pregnancy,  Childbirth 

Abortion)  . 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still 

births)  . 

Maternal  Mortality,  England  Wales  ... 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1  year  of  age) 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births 
Infant  Mortality,  England  and  Wales 
Infant  Deaths  (legitimate)  under  1  year  of  age 
Infant  Mortality  per  1.000  live  births  legitimate 
Infant  Deaths  (illegitimate)  under  1  year  of  age 
Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births 

illegitimate  . 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4  weeks  of  age) 

Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births 
Neonatal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales 
Infant  Deaths  (under  1  week  of  age)  ... 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births 
Perinatal  Deaths  (Still  Births  and  Deaths 

under  1  week  of  age)  . 

Perinatal  Mortality  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 


5,411 

17,650 

3.26 

5,963 

£186,754 

£734 

257 

2.33 

14.56 

14.56 

17.4 

7 

26.52 

18.7 

206 

11.67 

13.19 

12.0 


0.33 

2 

7.78 

21.4 

2 

7.97 


1 

3.89 

15.5 

1 

3.89 

8 

30.30 


Death  Rate  per  1.000  Population  from: 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  .  — 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory,  England  and  Wales  0.065 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  .  — 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms,  England  and  Wales  0.007 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  .  0.397 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  England  and 

Wales  .  .  0.494 

Cancer,  other  forms  .  £813 

Cancer,  other  forms,  England  and  Wales  ...  1,670 
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BIRTHS 

TABLE  1 

BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

M.  F.  Total 

Illegitimate 

M.  F.  Total 

Live 

...  132  119  251 

3  3  6 

Still 

. 

...  3  4  7 

—  —  — 

Year 

TABLE  2 

STILLBIRTHS— 1951-1961 

Rate  per  1,000  Births 
Number  (Live  and  Still) 

1951 

7 

24.05 

1952 

9 

34.30 

1953 

7 

25.12 

1954 

6 

23.62 

1955 

8 

31.37 

1956 

8 

26.40 

1957 

4 

14.71 

1958 

8 

29.41 

1959 

10 

37.45 

1960 

8 

32.39 

1961 

7 

26.52 

TABLE  3 

INFANT  AND  PERINATAL  MORTALITY 


Legitimate  Illegitimate 


Infants  Deaths  M. 
Under  1  year  of  age  ...  1 

Under  4  weeks  of  age  — 
Under  1  week  of  age  — 
Perinatal  Deaths  ...  3 


F 

1 

1 

Total 

9 

M. 

F.  Total 

Z 

1 

_ 

. .  _  —  ... 

1 

1 

— 

-  - 

5 

8 

— 

-  - 

TABLE  4 

RATES  —  COMPARATIVE  TABLES  —  1951-1961 

Infant 


Year 

(Population 

Estimated) 

Birth  Rate 
(per  1,000  of 
population) 

Death  Rate 
(per  1,000  of 
population) 

Mortality  Rate 
(per  1,000  live 
Births) 

1951 

18,192 

16.20 

12.50 

31.70 

1952 

17,990 

15.00 

11.50 

42.00 

1953 

17,970 

16.11 

9.08 

18.10 

1954 

18,050 

13.74 

12.02 

40.32 

1955 

18,090 

13.70 

10.17 

44.35 

1956 

18,030 

16.36 

10.54 

27.12 

1957 

18,040 

14.86 

11.03 

33.58 

1958 

17,980 

14.68 

9.18 

30.30 

1959 

17,980 

14.29 

11.07 

23.35 

1960 

17,900 

13.35 

11.51 

25.10 

1961 

17,650 

14.56 

11.67 

7.78 

15 


TABLE  5 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F. 

Total 

1. — Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

— 

— 

— 

2.-— Tuberculosis,  Other  . 

— 

— 

— 

3.— -Syphilitic  Disease .  . 

2 

— 

2 

4. — Diphtheria  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

— 

6. — Meningococcal  Infections  . 

— 

— 

— 

7. — Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

8. — Measles  . . 

— 

— 

— 

9. — Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

10. — Malignant  Neoplasms,  Stomach 

— ■ 

5 

5 

11. — Malignant  Neoplasms,  Lung,  Bronchus 

7 

— ■ 

7 

12.— Malignant  Neoplasms,  Breast  . 

— 

7 

7 

13.— Malignant  Neoplasms,  Uterus  . 

— 

3 

3 

14. — Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 
Neoplasms  . ,  . 

9 

8 

17 

15. — Leukaemia,  Alukaemia  . 

1 

1 

2 

16.— Diabetes  . 

2 

— 

2 

17. — Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

12 

20 

32 

18. — Coronary  Disease,  Angina . 

25 

10 

35 

19. — Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

1 

1 

2 

20. — Other  Heart  Disease  . 

6 

9 

15 

21. — Other  Circulatory  Disease . 

6 

8 

14 

22. — Influenza  . ,  . 

5 

2 

7 

23. — Pneumonia  . 

7 

7 

14 

24. — Bronchitis  . 

10 

2 

12 

25. — Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

3 

26. — Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

1 

— - 

1 

27. — Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

1 

1 

2 

28. — Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

— 

— 

— 

29. — Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

3 

— 

3 

30. — Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. — Congenital  Malformations . 

1 

— 

1 

32. — Other  defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

4 

11 

15 

33. — Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

1 

— 

1 

34. — All  Other  Accidents  . 

1 

2 

3 

35. — Suicide  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

36. — Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 

• — 

— 

— 

All  Causes  . 

107 

99 

206 

16 


TABLE  6 

TUBERCULOSIS,  1961 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Age 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory  Re  spir  al  or  y 

Periods 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Under  one  year  ... 

1  —  . 

_____ 

- - 

"■  - 

—  — — 

5  —  . 

10  —  . 

15  —  . 

1 

- - 

—  — 

—  -  . —  — - 

25  —  . 

45  —  . 

3 

- — 

—  1 

-  -  -  - 

65  and  upwards  ... 

1 

- - 

— .  — 

—  —  -  — _ 

Total  ... 

5 

—  1 

TABLE  7 

TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS,  1951-1961 

Non- 


Year 

Respiratory 

M.  F.  Total 

Respiratory 
M.  F.  Total 

Grand 

Total 

1951 

.  9 

7 

16 

1 

2 

3 

19 

1952 

.  5 

7 

12 

— 

1 

1 

13 

1953 

.  5 

3 

8 

— 

- — 

— 

8 

1954 

.  3 

4 

7 

2 

1 

3 

10 

1955 

.  4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

7 

1956 

.  5 

1 

6 

— 

— - 

— 

6 

1957 

.  5 

2 

7 

— 

— - 

— 

7 

1958 

.  4 

3 

7 

— 

3 

3 

10 

1959 

.  ..  5 

2 

7 

— 

1 

1 

8 

1960 

.  3 

1 

4 

1 

— 

1 

5 

1961 

.  5 

— . 

5 

— 

1 

1 

6 
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TABLE  9 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1961 

SEASONAL  INCIDENCE 

Notifiable  Disease  Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total 
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Whooping  Cough 


TABLE  10 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  —  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

1951—1961 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  S  OFFICE 

The  office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  Alfreton 
serves  Ripley,  Alfreton  and  Heanor  Urban  District  Councils 
and  Ilkeston  Borough  Council.  In  addition,  the  Medical 
Officer  is  also  an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  with  the 
Derbyshire  County  Council. 

Each  District  and  the  Borough  is  dealt  with  entirely 
separately.  This  combination  of  posts  is  an  ideal  one.  It 
presents  many  opportunities  for  liaison  and  co-operation. 

I  have  to  thank  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the 
many  members  of  his  staff  who  have  helped  and  advised 
me  during  the  year.  The  pleasant  relationship  existing  is 
much  appreciated  and  helps  a  great  deal  in  our  mutual 
interests. 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

Every  effort  was  made  to  make  the  public  aware  of  its 
responsibility  for  obtaining  personal  protection  against 
Poliomyelitis,  Diptheria  and  Whooping  Cough.  Posters  and 
Leaflets  were  made  available. 

The  schemes  for  protection  are  organised  by  the  County 
Council  and  carried  out  by  their  staff  and  the  general 
practitioners. 

The  District  Council  supports  these  schemes  with 
poster  campaigns  and  wherever  else  possible.  Publicity 
has  been  given  to  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  and  Whooping 
Cough  Vaccination  in  particular  during  the  year. 

The  issue  of  oral  vaccine  for  the  prevention  of  Polio¬ 
myelitis  has  been  a  great  step  forward.  At  first  regarded 
with  some  suspicion,  it  is  now  accepted. 

It  is  extremely  important  to  be  protected  against 
Tetanus.  This  is  a  rare  disease,  but  this  may  be  because 
hospitals  are  extremely  careful  to  give  suitable  antitoxin 
to  people  who  are  injured.  The  antitoxin  itself  carries  a 
risk  and  can  cause  considerable  disturbance  in  the  patient. 

To  avoid  this  all  children  should  now  be  properly  pro¬ 
tected  by  a  course  of  immunisation  with  boosters  every  five 
years.  Provided  satisfactory  evidence  of  such  a  course  is 
produced  at  the  hospital  antitoxin  will  not  be  needed.  This 
provides  an  excellent  example  of  proper  care  of  a  child 
with  the  result  that  painful  and  troublesome  procedures 
can  be  avoided. 

If  it  is  added  that  Tetanus  immunisations  can  be  given 
in  conjunction  with  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  im¬ 
munisations  then  very  little  extra  trouble  is  needed  to 
obtain  it.  Boosters  are  necessary  as  they  are  against 
Diphtheria. 

This  is  common  practice  in  the  District.  The  general 
practitioners  give  an  excellent  service. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


Water  is  supplied  to  the  area  by  the  South  Derbyshire 
Water  Board.  The  supply  of  water  to  the  District  was 
taken  over  by  the  South  Derbyshire  Water  Board  in  April, 
1961. 

Arrangements  were  made  between  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  the  Water  Engineer  of  the  Board  to  exchange 
information  about  samples  of  water  examined.  There  was 
little  point  in  duplicating  work.  Occasional  samples  are 
taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  each  Health  De¬ 
partment  if  occasion  arises. 

Routine  sampling  by  the  Board  is  now  well  organised 
and  the  reports  indicate  satisfactory  water  supplies. 
Samples  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  have  also 
been  satisfactory. 

The  Board  take  about  80  samples  a  quarter,  dealing 
with  the  supply  over  the  whole  of  the  area  administered 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


FOOD  POISGNIMG 

Many  cases  go  unrecorded.  It  is  known  that  people 
do  have  a  sudden  and  sometimes  quite  short  bout  of  diarr¬ 
hoea  and/or  sickness. 

How  far  should  one  worry  about  what  is  often  a  tem¬ 
porary  indisposition  lasting  up  to  perhaps  18  or  24  hours. 
Unless  it  occurs  in  a  person  going  out  to  work  it  is  usually 
regarded  by  the  family  as  a  minor  nuisance. 

The  Health  Department  should  be  informed  of  any  such 
case.  Only  in  this  way  can  it  be  ascertained  whether  it  is 
an  isolated  case  or  whether  there  is  a  widespread  outbreak. 
Investigation  might  lead  to  prevention  of  more  serious  or 
more  widespread  outbreaks. 

There  are  three  points  for  action: — 

(1)  Save  any  suspected  food. 

(2)  Save  a  specimen  of  vomit  or  faeces. 

(3)  Inform  the  Public  Health  Department. 
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RIPLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ripley  Urban  District  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  is  the  first  which  deals  with  part  of  my 
service  with  the  Council.  During  the  year  my  predecessor 
was  absent  from  duty  for  some  time  owing  to  illness  and 
there  was  a  period  of  approximately  two  months  between 
his  decease  and  my  taking  up  duty,  so  that  there  was 
inevitably  an  interruption  in  the  work.  During  that  period 
the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  Wint,  carried 
on  most  ably  and  upon  my  appointment  gave  me  every 
co-operation  in  familiarizing  myself  with  the  district  and 
with  the  work  which  was  in  progress  and  contemplated, 
and  for  this  co-operation  I  am  most  grateful.  Upon  taking 
up  my  duties  there  was,  of  course,  a  period  of  time  spent 
in  assessing  the  position  with  regard  to  the  various  public 
health  services,  during  which  I  tried  to  reach  conclusions 
as  to  the  priorities  which  were  necessary. 

Housing  figures  high  in  this  list  of  priorities.  Only 
two  Council  houses  have  been  built  in  the  last  four  vears 
and  no  real  progress  in  the  eradication  of  unfit  houses  is 
possible  untij  the  new  dwellings  now  planned  are  nearing 
completion.  The  rate  of  housing  improvements  with  the 
aid  of  grants  is  disappointingly  slow  and  at  the  present 
rate  the  day  when  all  the  houses  in  the  district  will  have 
baths,  hot  water  systems,  internal  water  closets  and  proper 
food  stores  will  not  be  within  our  lifetime,  so  that  some 
means  of  speeding  up  this  process  must  be  found. 

The  district’s  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  is  unsatis¬ 
factory  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  Council  has 
received  the  Consultant’s  report  on  the  work  necessary, 
and  has  agreed  in  principle  to  the  work  being  carried  out 
as  one  contract.  The  Consultants  are  preparing  details  of 
the  scheme  for  Ministerial  approval. 

Public  health  progress  can  never  be  as  fast  as  your 
officers  would  like  it  to  be,  but  the  Council’s  enthusiasm 
for  such  matters  and  the  way  in  which  my  recommenda¬ 
tions  have  been  received  during  this  year  give  hope  that 
soon  we  shall  be  taking  a  lead  in  improvements  in  the 
public  health  sphere  instead  of  merely  aiming  to  reach 
equality  with  other  neighbouring  authorities. 
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I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  staff  for  their  con 
stant  efforts  and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support. 

There  is  no  more  rewarding  task  than  to  seek  to  im¬ 
prove  the  health  and  well-being  of  the  residents  of  one’s 
own  area,  and  this  is  the  objective  for  which  we  strive. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

M.  A.  GREGORY, 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


HOUSIMG 

There  are  at  present  five  practical  objectives:  — 

(i)  The  demolition  and  clearance  of  totally  unfit  houses, 
with  the  elimination  of  unhealthy  areas  as  soon  as 
circumstances  permit;  and  the  provision  of  new  hous¬ 
ing  accommodation  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
families  displaced. 

(ii)  The  repair  of  dilapidated  or  otherwise  defective 
houses  capable  of  being  made  fit  at  reasonable  expense 
and  their  continued  maintenance,  for  which  the  land¬ 
lords  may  now  obtain  reasonable  rents. 

(iii)  The  improvement  of  basically  sound  houses  lacking 
modern  amenities,  such  as  bathrooms  and  hot  water 
systems,  and  the  conversion  of  larger  houses  into 
smaller  units  of  accommodation. 

(iv)  The  provision  of  new  houses  for  those  in  need,  where 
this  need  is  not  met  by  private  building. 

(v)  The  raising  of  the  standard  of  management  and  amen¬ 
ities  provided  in  houses-let-in-lodgings. 


Unfit  Houses 

In  November  a  report  was  presented  to  the  Council 
which  can  be  summarised  as  follows: — 

25  unfit  houses,  which  had  been  the  subject  of  formal 
action  under  Housing  Acts,  remained  occupied. 

126  further  houses  were  unfit  and  needed  to  be  dealt 
with. 

189  houses  in  total  required  further  action  under  the 
Housing  Acts. 
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145  of  these  were  occupied  by  approximately  500  people 
wing  in  houses  unfit  for  habitation  and  prejudicial  to  the 
nealth  of  the  occupants. 

The  present  programme  was  virtually  at  a  standstill 
owing  to  the  lack  of  new  houses  becoming  available  to 
rehouse  the  occupants  of  unfit  houses. 

The  recommendation  was  that  provision  be  made  for 
sufficient  new  houses  to  rehouse  the  families  to  be  displaced. 

Although  the  report  was  well  received,  existing  com¬ 
mitments,  particularly  the  conversion  of  the  Duplex  flats 
into  single  houses,  precluded  any  immediate  action  and 
consideration  was  deferred.  In  the  absence  of  new  houses 
to  rehouse  persons  displaced,  real  progress  is  impossible. 
Nevertheless,  during  the  year  20  Closing  Orders  were  made, 
5  Demolition  Orders,  4  families  rehoused  and  12  houses 
were  demolished. 


Repair  and  Maintenance  of  Existing  Houses 

During  the  year  11  houses  were  made  fit  as  a  result 
of  formal  action  under  the  Housing  Acts,  356  houses  were 
repaired  by  informal  and  19  by  formal  notices  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts. 

The  major  advantages  of  the  Rent  Amt  have  now 
been  taken  and  a  disadvantage  arises  in  that  a  tenant  of 
a  decontrolled  house  who  complains  of  disrepair  finds  him 
self  served  with  notice  to  quit.  The  answer  to  this  may 
be  the  resumption  of  house-to-house  inspections  under 
Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  though  this  will  be 
impossible  for  many  authorities  at  present  staff  levels. 


Housing  Improvements 

Work  under  the  Improvement  Grants  Scheme  has  con¬ 
tinued;  mainly  by  means  of  standard  grants,  but  the  rate 
is  still  much  too  slow  for  us  to  hope  that  all  the  houses  in 
the  area  will  be  provided  with  the  standard  amenities 
within  our  lifetime. 

The  standard  of  improved  accommodation  is  not 
always  as  high  as  one  would  like  and  it  seems  unfortunate 
that  more  use  is  not  made  of  the  Discretionary  Grants 
Scheme,  which  results  in  a  higher  standard  of  accommoda¬ 
tion  being  provided. 

I  would  also  like  the  Council  to  consider  the  standard 
of  their  own  houses.  The  adoption  of  the  Discretionary 
12-point  standard  as  a  minimum  and  a  scheme  to  improve 
houses  falling  below  that  standard  would  be  a  step  forward 
and  set  an  example  to  private  landlords. 
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During  the  year  4  houses  were  improved  with  Dis¬ 
cretionary  Grants  and  37  with  the  aid  of  Standard  Grants. 
The  table  below  gives  details  of  the  amenities  provided 
with  the  aid  of  Standard  Grants:. — 


Standard  Grants 


Baths  provided . 

...  35 

Hot  water  systems  provided  . 

...  30 

Larders  provided  . .  ... 

...  11 

Wash  hand  basins  provided . . 

...  36 

Water  closets  provided  . . 

...  27 

Provision  of  New  Houses 

Since  the  end  of  1958  2  Council  houses  have  been  built 
and  it  is  unlikely  that  any  will  be  completed  during  1962 
other  than  the  nine  flats  resulting  from  the  conversion  of 
No.  10,  Booth  Street. 

The  conversion  of  20  Duplex  flats  into  single  houses 
reduced  the  Council’s  stock  of  houses  by  10,  though  it  must 
be  said  that  these  houses  after  conversion  provide  much 
more  satisfactory  accommodation. 

In  1961  43  private  enterprise  houses  were  completed. 


Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

This  is  not  a  problem  in  this  area,  although  no  precise 
information  is  available  as  to  the  number  of  properties  in 
the  area  falling  within  this  category.  It  is  hoped  that  a 
survey  may  be  made  in  the  near  future. 
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ABOLITION  OF  PAIL  CLOSETS 


Full  use  was  made  of  the  powers  of  Section  47  of  the 
Public  Health  Act.  1936,  to  require  the  provision  of  water 
closets  in  lieu  of  pail  or  other  unsatisfactory  closets  with 
the  result  that  46  pail  closets  were  abolished  or  converted 
during  the  year.  This  leaves  187,  which  are  emptied  once 
weekly,  the  men  being  employed  two  nights  a  week  on 
this  most  unpleasant  duty.  The  limit  of  this  work  of  con¬ 
version  is  now  being  reached,  the  majority  having  no  sewer 
available,  but  I  would  like  to  appeal  to  those  owners  of 
properties!  which  still  have  pail  closets  to  arrange  for  their 
conversion  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Council  is  willing  to 
consider  applications  for  grants  of  up  to  half  the  cost  of 
the  work,  and  it  really  is  time  this  primitive  arrangement 
was  ended. 

If  a  caravan  is  parked  in  a  field  (even  merely  for  holi¬ 
day  purposes)  then  the  Council  has  power  to  require  the 
provision  of  a  water  closet,  but  a  house  in  the  country 
with  no  sewer  available,  perhaps  occupied  by  a  family  of 
small  children,  must  tolerate  a  pail  closet.  Even  a  factory 
owner,  on  premises  employing  numbers  of  people,  cannot 
be  required  to  make  provision  for  his  employees  to  have 
water  closets  if  no  sewer  is  available,  and  in  my  view  this 
is  quite  wrong. 


Sanitary  Accommodation 


The  following  tables  indicate  the  position  up  to  the 
31st  December,  1961: — 


Waste 

Water 

Pails  Privies  Closets  Total 


Conversions  completed  under 

Scheme  prior  to  1961  . 

Completed  under  Scheme 

during  1961  . 

Completed  as  Improvement 

Grant  during  1961  . 

Completed  during  1961  (no 

grant  paid)  . 

Removed  from  Register,  1961 

(house  vacated)  . 

Section  46,  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  Notices  served 
or  approved  for  Improve¬ 
ment  Grant  . 

Register  of  unsatisfactory 
closet  accommodation  at 
31/12/61  . 


1,673  265  13  1,751 

33  —  —  33 

2  —  - —  2 

6  -  —  6 
5  —  —  5 

29  —  —  29 

187  1  —  188 
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Classification  of  Insanitary  Closet  Accommodation  in 
the  Urban  Area 


c.o. 

and 


Pails 

Capable  of 
conversion 
Privies  with  Grant 

D.O. 

Hsg. 

Prog. 

Cesspool 

Unsat. 

Drains 

EAST  . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

WEST  . 

15 

— 

— 

8 

3 

4 

BUTTERLEY  ... 

15 

— 

8 

1 

- - 

6 

WAINGROVES  .. 

7 

— 

2 

1 

— 

4 

MAREHAY  . 

11 

— 

8 

2 

1 

— 

AMBERGATE  .. 

93 

1 

6 

19 

44 

25 

HEAGE  . 

44 

— 

5 

20 

12 

7 

187 

1 

29 

53 

60 

46 

CLEAN  AIR 

Measurement  of  air  pollution  continued  during  the 
year,  a  daily  instrument  having  been  installed  at  the  Town 
Hall,  and  more  information  was  obtained  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  smoke  dirt  and  sulphur  we  are  forced  to  breathe. 
Useful  as  these  details  are,  they  can  be  summed  up  as 
follows: — 

The  air  we  are  breathing  is  foully  polluted  so  as  to: — 

(a)  Be  dangerous  to  our  health. 

(b)  Damage  our  buildings  and  fabrics. 

(cj  Harm  plant  life  and  reduce  crops. 

(d)  Represent  a  serious  waste  of  fuel. 

This  pollution  falls  within  the  following  categories: — 

Industrial  Smoke 

Much  progress  is  being  made  in  this  direction  and  local 
industrialists  have  spent  a  great  deal  of  money  in  improv¬ 
ing  and  modernising  plant.  There  are  now  four  premises 
only  which  can  be  regarded  as  unsatisfactory.  Two  of 
these  are  willing  but  face  great  technical  difficulties  and 
two  others  may  need  to  be  persuaded  further. 

(Prior  Approvals 

The  scheme  for  prior  approvals  is  operated  by  the 
Council  and  is  advantageous  in  many  ways.  The  position 
with  regard  to  chimney  heights  is  not  so  satisfactory. 
Section  10  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  provides  that  where  plans 
for  the  erection  or  extension  of  a  budding  are  deposited 
with  the  local  authority  and  the  plans  show  that  it  is  pro¬ 
posed  to  construct  a  chimney,  the  local  authority  shall 
reject  the  plans  unless  they  are  satisfied  that  the  height 
of  the  chimney  as  shown  on  the  plans  will  be  sufficient. 
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This  system  is  defective  in  two  ways: — 

(1)  Furnaces  are  installed  in  existing  buildings  so  that  no 
plans  need  be  deposited.  Existing  chimneys  of  inade¬ 
quate  height  may  be  used  or  new  steel  stacks  erected, 
and  although  notification  is  given  under  Section  3  (3) 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  there  is  no  power  to  require 
chimneys  of  adequate  height  to  ensure  satisfactory 
dispersal  of  the  products  of  combustion. 

(2)  Plans  when  deposited  frequently  do  not  show  that  it  is 
proposed  to  construct  a  chimney.  Enquiries  elicit  the 
reason  that  although  one  will  be  erected  no  decision 
has  been  made  at  that  time  as  to  the  type  of  installa¬ 
tion  to  be  used.  Consequently  the  powers  of  Section 
10  have  been  negated. 


Domestic  Smoke 

No  action  has  so  far  been  taken  with  regard  to  domestic 
smoke,  but  I  am  hopeful  that  approval  in  principle  will 
be  given  to  the  first  smoke  control  area  in  the  near  future. 


Diesel  and  Petrol  Fumes 

We  are  told  that  the  Police  have  adequate  powers  to 
deal  with  vehicles  emitting  smoke  and  hope  they  will  find 
it  possible  to  use  them  to  the  full.  Nevertheless  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  products  of  combustion  at  low  level  by 
vehicles  is  a  growing  problem. 


Personal  Pollution 

The  cigarette  is  the  source  of  this  pollution  which  has 
the  advantage  that  it  is  easily  abated.  Smoking  in  cinemas, 
theatres,  public  houses,  public  transport  and  similar  places 
is  anti-social  and  should  be  prohibited  at  least  in  part  so 
that  they  may  be  enjoyed  by  those  who  choose  not  to  inhale 
such  carcinogenous  material. 

The  Council  has  agreed  to  support  the  Ministry  of 
Health’s  Campaign  by  the  display  of  posters,  etc. 


Statutory  Action 

During  the 
follows: — 


year 


Authorised  Action 


Section 


Section  138  (Water  Supply) 


y  action 

was 

No.  of 

Notices 

Premises 

Served 

.  13 

13 

i  15 

20 

.  12 

9 

i  1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

.  3 

3 

taken  as 

Notices 

Complied 

With 

14 
33 

15 
1 

1 
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CARAVANS 

Caravans  are  not  a  great  problem  in  the  area,  there 
being  only  14  occupied  in  the  district,  5  of  which  are  resi¬ 
dential  and  9  for  holiday  purposes. 

The  administrative  work  required  by  the  Caravan 
Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  has  been  done 
so  that  9  licences  in  respect  of  14  caravans  are  in  force.  The 
effect  of  the  Act  has  not  yet  been  felt,  however,  as  the 
period  allowed  for  the  conditions  to  be  compiled  with  has 
not  yet  expired. 

The  Act,  good  as  it  is,  has  a  serious  weakness.  Its 
powers  being  entirely  directed  against  the  occupier  of  land, 
give  no  authority  to  deal  with  persons  parking  vans  on 
waste  land,  unadopted  highways,  or  similar  places  which 
have  either  no  occupier,  or  if  there  is  such  a  person  he 
cannot  be  found.  The  offenders  here  are  the  wandering 
scrap  merchants  who  leave  a  trail  of  refuse,  car  bodies, 
parts  of  batteries  and  other  remnants  of  the  spoils  of  their 
trade  for  the  local  authority  to  clear  away. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

On  the  1st  April,  1961,  the  South  Derbyshire  Water 
Board  was  formed,  the  Ripley  Urban  District  Council  being 
a  constituent  authority. 

A  mains  water  supply  is  available  to  almost  every 
house  in  the  District,  which  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity.  There  is  no  source  of  supply  or  treatment  works 
in  this  area. 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  owing  to  lack  of 
pressure  in  the  Ambergate,  Newbridge  Road,  Riversdale 
areas,  but  this  has  been  resolved  to  a  large  extent. 

It  was  previously  the  policy  to  permit  service  pipes  to 
be  laid  in  wrought  iron  with  the  result  that  in  some  in¬ 
stances  these  have  become  so  corroded  as  to  seriously 
reduce  pressure.  In  one  case  it  took  a  minute  and  a  half 
to  fill  a  pint  bottle.  In  two  cases  the  Council  found  it 
necessary  to  require  renewal,  and  no  doubt  similar  cases 
occurred  which  did  not  come  to  notice.  During  the  year  29 
new  connections  were  made. 

Only  the  proportion  of  the  supply  obtained  from  the 
Derwent  Valley  Water  Board  is  liable  to  plumbo-solvent 
action.  Under  the  Derwent  Valley  Water  Act,  1899,  water 
supplied  by  the  Board  is  required  to  be  treated  by  them 
for  the  prevention  of  such  action  before  the  water  is  de¬ 
livered  to  any  of  the  constituent  undertakings. 

No  action  was  necessary  to  deal  with  any  form  of  con¬ 
tamination. 

With  the  exception  of  one  or  two  firms  having  their 
own  supplies,  the  whole  population  is  supplied  by  water 
mains  direct  to  houses.  Standpipes  are  not  used. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  sewerage  arrangements  for  the  area  are  not  ade¬ 
quate.  Some  are  of  insufficient  size,  some  are  defective  due 
to  subsidence,  most  are  overloaded,  and  some  areas  are 
without  sewers.  All  the  works  are  either  unsatisfactory 
or  so  overloaded  as  to  be  unable  to  produce  an  effluent  to 
Royal  Commission  Standards. 

Consultants  have  reported  upon  the  work  necesary  and 
the  Council  has  accepted  the  report  and  agreed  in  principle 
to  the  work  being  carried  out  as  one  contract.  Details  are 
now  being  prepared  for  submission  to  the  Minister  of  Hous¬ 
ing  and  Local  Government 
The  work  includes: — 

New  main  outfall  sewer  from  Padley  Hall  to  Northern 
Sewage  Works. 

New  Sewage  Works  on  present  site  of  Northern  Sewage 
Works. 

New  pumping  station  at  Street  Lane  Sewage  Works, 
and  rising  main  into  Marehay  Sewage  System. 

New  outfall  sewer  from  Southern  Works  to  Marehay 
Sewage  Works. 

New  Sewage  Works  on  the  present  site  of  the  Marehay 
Sewage  Works. 

New  pumping  station  at  Heage  Sewage  Works  and 
rising  main  to  Works  inlet. 

Improvements  to  Heage  Sewerage  Works. 

New  Pumping  Station  at  Derby  Road,  Ambergate,  and 
rising  main  to  existing  outfall  to  existing  pumping  station 
alongside  the  railway  embankment. 

New  pumping  machinery  to  existing  pumping  station 
alongside  the  railway  embankment. 

Extension  of  Thacker  Wood  Sewage  Works. 

New  sewers  to  serve  Slack  Lane,  Nether  Heage,  Heage 
Firs,  Nether  Heage,  Dungley  Hill,  Nether  Heage,  Street 
Lane  and  Heage  Road,  Ripley,  Lower  Hartshay  and  Derby 
Road,  Ambergate. 

I  would  again  emphasize  the  importance  of  proper 
management.  These  new  works  will  not  produce  satis¬ 
factory  results  without  careful  operation  and  maintenance. 
The  Consultants  opinion  is  that  one  qualified  (through  the 
Institute  of  Sewage  Purification)  Sewage  Works  Manager 
and  four  labourers  would  be  adequate.  The  employment 
of  such  an  officer,  housed  at  the  main  works  and  provided 
with  his  own  transport,  would  seem  essential  to  good 
management. 

The  Council  has  authorised  the  operation  of  Section  24 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (sewers  repairable  by  the 
local  authority  at  the  expense  of  the  owners)  and  the 
system  is  working  smoothly. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  District. 


DRAINAGE 

General 

Much  time  is  taken  up  with  the  important  duty  of 
advising,  supervising  installation  and  testing  drainage  work, 
and  this  is  well  spent.  Good  drainage  is  a  basic  require¬ 
ment  of  a  healthy  environment.  The  majority  of  owners 
are  well  aware  of  this  and  are  grateful  for  such  help  and 
advice  as  we  can  give.  Although  the  best  of  drains  may  block 
at  some  time,  I  have  met  a  number  of  owners  who  regularly 
rod  their  drains  to  keep  them  clear  and  seem  to  accept  this 
as  a  normal,  if  unwelcome,  duty.  The  fact  is  that  if  regular 
rodding  is  necessary,  then  the  drain  is  either  defective,  im¬ 
properly  laid  or  being  misused,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases 
can  be  rectified  quite  simply. 

Supervision  of  Drainage  Work 

Drains  tested  and  inspected  .  459 

Derbyshire  C.C.,  1954 — Section  94 — 5,  ob¬ 
structed  drains  cleared  (fee  7s.  6d.) .  26 

Loan  of  Drain  Rods  (fee  Is.)  .  ...  14 

Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks 

One  vehicle  is  employed  full-time  on  cesspool  emptying 
and  it  has  been  impossible  to  maintain  the  free  monthly 
emptying  service.  Occasionally  this  has  been  stretched  to 
five  or  six  weeks.  A  new  combined  cesspool  emptier/gully 
emptier  is  to  be  purchased  during  1962  and  this  will  enable 
a  more  regular  service  to  be  provided.  It  will  also  elim¬ 
inate  the  manual  emptying  of  gullies,  which  is  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

It  had  been  the  policy  where  no  sewer  was  available 
to  insist  upon  the  provision  of  a  3,000  gallon  sealed  cesspool. 
This  is  four  loads  with  the  emptying  vehicle  and  creates  a 
considerable  amount  of  work.  In  circumstances  where  the 
area  and  the  nature  of  the  soil  make  it  practicable  properly 
designed  septic  tanks  may  now  be  permitted. 

Milk  Distributors’  Register 

Licensed  Distributors  of  Milk .  12 

Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  .  2 

Public  Swimming  Baths 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  area,  the 
nearest  being  at  Belper,  approximately  five  miles  away. 
Ripley  Development  Association  is  making  strenuous  efforts 
to  provide  the  funds  for  this  necessary  amenity. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  TO  1961 


Routine  work  continues  under  these  Acts  to  ensure 
satisfactory  conditions  for  the  health  and  welfare  of  factory 
workers.  By  co-operation  with  the  Surveyor,  an  inspection 
of  deposited  plans  is  made  and  by  this  means  arrangements 
are  made  to  ensure  that  proposals  comply  with  the  Act  and 
avoid  the  need  for  alterations  after  the  building  is  com¬ 
pleted. 

Revision  of  the  Sanitary  Accommodation  Regulations, 
1938,  is  overdue.  In  my  view  this  is  urgently  necessary  so 
as  to  require: — 

(a)  The  provision  of  wash  hand  basins  with  hot  and  cold 
water  supplies,  soap,  towels  and  nailbrush  on  the  same 
scale  as  that  for  closets.  At  present  the  provision  of 
washing  facilities  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Factories 
Inspector,  and  this  seems  to  me  to  be  wrong  for  two 
reasons: — 

(i)  Washing  facilities  are  an  integral  part  of  satisfac¬ 
tory  toilet  accommodation,  which  require  drain¬ 
age,  as  do  the  toilets,  and  it  is  proper  that  they 
should  be  dealt  with  together  at  the  deposited  plans 
stage. 

(ii)  The  Public  Health  Inspector  is  already  responsible 
for  enforcing  the  provision  of  washing  facilities  in 
Food  Factories  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (Generali 
Regulations. 

(b)  The  provision  of  water  closets.  It  amazes  me  that  in 
the  1960’s  an  employer  can  run  a  factory  employing 
many  men  and  women,  yet  cannot  be  required  to  pro¬ 
vide  more  satisfactory  facilities  than  pail  closets  for  the 
use  of  his  employees,  unless  a  public  sewer  is  within 
100  feet  of  the  site  of  the  building. 


Inspections  to  Factories  and  Workshops  during  1961 
numbered  22.  A  summary  of  the  register  of  Factories  in 
operation  in  the  Urban  Area  is  given  below: — 


(a)  Factories 


Engineers  .  7 

Colliery  Pumping  Station  ...  3 

Foundry  and  Welding  ...  2 

Brick  and  Silicon  Works  ...  3 

Lime  Kilns  .  1 

Concrete  Works  .  2 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  ...  30 

Sawmills  .  1 

Joiners  . 10 

Firewood  Dealers  .  1 

Plumbing  and  Gas  Fitting, 
etc.  .  1 


Textiles  .  8 

Dyers  and  Finishers  .  1 

Plastic  Goods  .  1 

Printers  .  2 

Upholstery  .  1 

Salvage  Baling  .  2 

Food  Preparation . 17 

Milliner  and  Tailor  .  2 

Boot  Repairs  .  1 

Watch  Repairs  .  1 


Agricultural  Machinery 

Repairs  1 
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(b)  Workshops 


Electrical  .  5 

Joinery  .  1 

Plumbing  .  2 

The  prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  appear  as  an  appendix  at  the  end  of  this 
report. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Compared  with  some  other  districts  Ripley  is  fairly 
free  of  rats  and  mice.  Many  of  the  sewers  are  surcharged 
and  this  may  be  one  reason.  So  long  as  these  vermin  are 
present,  constant  vigilance  and  early  and  careful  treatment 
is  necessary.  Recent  cases  of  Weil’s  Disease  in  man  in  this 
County  have  emphasized  the  importance  of  the  subject.  In¬ 
fection  takes  place  by  the  contamination  of  food  or  water 
with  the  casual  organism  Leptospira  Ictero-Leomorrhagica, 
which  is  passed  in  the  urine  of  infected  rats. 

The  arrangements  for  carrying  out  treatments  are  not 
ideal  owing  to  staff  and  transport  difficulties,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  these  will  be  remedied  during  1962  to  provide  a 
prompter  and  more  efficient  service. 


PETROLEUM  REGULATION  ACTS,  1928—1936 

The  raising  of  the  standards  for  the  sale  and  storage  of 
petrol  continued  during  the  year  and  all  installations  have 
now  been  brought  up  to  the  standard  adopted  by  the  Council 
from  the  Home  Office  Model  Code. 


Licences  in  force  during  the  year: — - 


Petrol  . 

Petroleum  Mixture 
Carbide  of  Calcium 
New  Licences  issued 
Licences  not  renewed 


47  for  74,450  gallons 
5  for  250  gallons 
2  for  30  cwts. 

2  for  2,000  gallons 
4  for  2,750  gallons 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

Details  of  the  annually  revised  register  of  Shops  are 
supplied: — 


Register  of  Shops,  1961 


Grocery  . 49 

Off-Licence  and  Grocery  ...  5 

Off-Licence  and  Gen.  Stores  4 

General  Stores  . 23 

Greengrocers  . 15 

Bread  and  Confectionery  ...  9 

Cafe  .  8 

Butchers  . 16 

Wet  Fish  only  .  3 

Fned  Fish  and  Chips .  9 

Corn  Merchants  .  2 

Library  and  Books  .  2 

Printers  and  Stationery  ...  3 

Newsagent,  Fancy  Goods  ...  7 

Tobacco  and  Sweets  .  8 

Hairdressers  (Gents)  .  8 

Hairdressers  (Ladies)  ...  9 

News  Offices  and  Agents  ...  5 

Chemist,  etc .  5 


Watch  Repairs  and  Jeweller  4 
Electric  and  Radio  .  13 


Builders’  Supplies  . 

Paints  and  Wallpaper 
Ironmonger  and  Hardware 
Toys  and  Fancy  Goods 

Saddler  and  Leather . 

Shoes,  Sales  . 

Furniture  . 

Dry  Cleaners  . 

Drapers  . 

Garage  and  Sundries . 

Cycle  Dealers  . 

Market  Gardeners  . 

Photographer  . 

Miscellaneous  . 

Shoe  Repairs  . 

Music  Stores  . 

Pet  Shops  . 

Soft  Furnishings  . 

Sports  Goods  . 

Multiple  Store  . 


18 

5 
7 
2 
1 
9 
7 

6 
35 
23 

5 

6 
1 
6 
6 
1 
1 
4 
3 
1 


MISCELLANEOUS  LEGISLATION 

Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

One  name  appears  on  the  register  under  the  Provisions 
of  this  Act — a  local  furniture  dealer. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  Licence  was  again  issued  during  the  year  under 
the  Act. 

Derbyshire  County  Council  Act,  1954 
Section  146,  Registration  of  Hairdressers 

Detailed  inspections  have  contributed  to  the  high 
standard  of  hygiene  practised  at  the  local  hairdressers’ 
premises. 

Register  of  Hairdressers 

Registrations  approved  during  1961  .  1 

Registrations  cancelled  during  1961 .  2 

Register  at  31st  December,  1961: — 

Ladies  .  8 

Ladies  and  Gents  .  1 

Gents  .  7 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Efforts  continued  during  the  year  to  improve  further 
the  standards  of  hygiene  at  many  of  the  local  food  premises. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  and  type  of 
premises  and  persons  who  are  registered  or  licensed  under 
various  items  of  food  legislation: — 

Registered  Persons  and  Premises  under  Food  and  Drugs 


Legislation 

Ice  Cream — Manufacture  and  Sale  .  2 

Ice  Cream — Sale  only  .  67 

Ice  Cream — For  Sale,  New  Registrations,  1961  1 

Preserved  Foods — Manufacture  .  13 

Slaughterhouses  Licensed,  18/12/61  .  1 

Slaughtermen  Licensed  for  1  year  .  17 


Details  of  the  inspections  made  in  connection  with  the 
functions  undertaken  at  these  premises  will  be  found  on 
page  40. 

Unsound  Food 

The  number  and  types  of  articles  of  food  inspected  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 


were  as  follows: — 

lbs. 

1,470  tins  Fruit . . . .  1,699|- 

12  tins  Fruit  Juice  .  11J 

412  tins  Vegetables  .  346 

56  tins  Soup  .  40£ 

65  tins  Fish  .  33| 

38  tins  Corned  Beef  .  206J 

22  tins  Ham  .  188J 

13  tins  Tongue  . ,  .  26f 

46  tins  Various  Prepared  Meats  .  43 

79  tins  Milk  ...  56 

11  tins  Cream  . .  4| 

9  tins  Rice  Puddings .  .  8^ 

1  box  Frozen  Pigs  Kidneys  .  14 

—  Half  Coated  Mallows  .  385 

144  packets  Coated  Mallow  Creams  .  576 

1,080  packets  Mallow  Creams  ...,  4,320 

7  barrels  Jersey  Potatoes  .  784 

1  tin  Chicken  .  3 


Total  Weight  Condemned  during  1961:  3  tons  18  cwts. 
0  qrs.  10  lbs. 

This  represents  the  extent  to  which  the  trade  uses  the 
local  authority  for  book-keeping  purposes. 
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Infectious  Diseases 

Library  Books  Disinfected  .  63 

Notices  to  Librarians  .  11 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries .  5 

Specimens  collected: — 

(a)  Food  . Nil 

(b)  Human  .  7 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Posters  are  displayed  on  certain  Council  and  private 
notice  boards  on  health  matters  and  these  provoke  interest. 

Three  mobile  units  were  stationed  in  Ripley  during 
the  week  20th  to  26th  March  demonstrating  the  use  of 
smokeless  fuels. 

A  stand  was  utilized  at  the  Ripley  Trades  Exhibition 
held  during  the  period  1st  to  7th  May  for  displaying 
material  in  connection  with  Clean  Air.  The  exhibition 
was  well  attended  and  considerable  interest  was  shown  in 
the  Council’s  stand. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
Refuse  Collection 

A  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  wTas  maintained 
throughout  the  year,  including  the  period  of  heavy  snow 
at  the  year's  end,  and  the  refuse  collectors  are  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  upon  this.  Although  problems  arise,  Ripley 
enjoys  a  back  door  collection  which  is  first-class  so  far  as 
regularity  is  concerned,  and  this  is  due  to  a  nucleus  of 
conscientious  men,  to  whom  the  area  owes  much. 

The  service  falls  short  of  the  best  present  day  practice 
in  the  following  respects: — 

(a)  There  is  no  municipal  dustbin  scheme,  so  that  the  bins 
provided  are  of  assorted  shapes  and  sizes,  in  all  kinds 
of  conditions,  and  there  is  a  continuous  fight  to  keep 
unsuitable  receptacles  such  as  dolly  tubs,  oil  drums, 
buckets,  baths  and  the  like  out  of  use. 

(b)  The  scheme  is  not  dustless  and  this  raises  problems  of 
the  spillage  of  refuse  and  of  the  hazards  to  health  to 
the  men  who  have  to  work  in  such  dusty  conditions. 
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Consideration  was  given  to  the  paper  sack  system 
which  has  much  to  commend  it  being  dustless,  more 
hygienic,  eliminating  the  need  for  dustbins  and  providing 
a  more  pleasant  form  of  employment  for  refuse  collectors. 
During  the  year  624  hours  were  lost  by  two  of  the  men 
suffering  from  bronchitis,  and  this  condition,  if  not  caused 
by  dust,  is  seriously  aggravated  by  it  so  much  so  that  one 
of  these  employees  has  had  to  be  transferred  to  another 
department  for  health  reasons.  The  firm  concerned  esti¬ 
mated  that  the  operation  of  the  paper  sack  system  in  this 
area  would  cost  an  extra  £1,300  per  annum,  which,  taking 
into  account  the  advantages,  does  not  seem  unreasonable. 
Attempts  to  arrange  for  members  of  the  Council  to  see  this 
system  in  operation  have  been  unsuccessful  so  far.  From 
colleagues  in  areas  where  the  scheme  is  operated  I  gather 
that  cost  is  the  only  disadvantage. 


Refuse  Disposal 

The  drainage  problems  at  the  Waingroves  Refuse  Tip 
have  been  overcome  and  the  interference  with  proper  con¬ 
trolled  tipping  which  these  caused  has  ended.  Operations 
there  are  much  more  satisfactory  from  every  point  of  view. 
Expenditure  on  drainage  continues  and  will  be  a  continu¬ 
ous  process.  The  area  of  the  quarry  now  available  to  the 
Council  is  being  rapidly  filled,  but  from  informal  discus¬ 
sions  I  do  not  anticipate  any  objection  to  the  extension  of 
this  area  when  it  becomes  necessary. 

Problems  arise  from  youths  visiting  the  tip  for  “  sky¬ 
larking  ”  purposes,  where  they  smash  bottles  with  air 
rifles,  set  the  tip  face  on  fire  and  break  and  enter  buildings, 
causing  damage. 


Transport  and  Vehicle  Maintenance 

The  Council  does  not  maintain  a  fund  for  the  replace¬ 
ment  of  vehicles  and  equipment  which  is  worn  out  and  it  is 
therefore  necessary  to  ensure  that  some  major  item  is  re¬ 
placed  or  provided  every  year,  so  as  to  spread  the  burden 
evenly.  The  Council  has  Dennis  side-loaded  Refuse 
Vehicles  in.  use  11,  12  and  13  years  old,  so  that  a  second 
compression  type  rear  loading  refuse  vehicle  will  be  the 
next  major  item  for  consideration. 

Vehicle  maintenance  is  now  on  a  satisfactory  footing 
and  improvements  to  the  Garage  premises  continue.  A 
new  underground  petrol  storage  tank  has  been  installed  in 
a  more  satisfactory  position  from  the  point  of  view  of  fire 
risk. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  and  BVf eat  Inspection 

During  the  year  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  had  the 
effect  of  reducing  the  three  small  private  slaughterhouses 
to  one.  and  this  one  has  been  brought  up  to  modern 
standards.  There  is  a  possibility  that  one  more  will  be 
modernised  and  relicensed  in  the  near  future. 

The  amount  of  meat  inspected  is  small,  but  it  amounts 
to  almost  one  visit  per  animal  slaughtered,  so  that  the  cost 
of  the  inspection  per  carcase  is  high.  There  is  100%  meat 
inspection  and  no  difficulty  arises  regarding  overtime  and 
Sunday  slaughter  as  it  does  in  many  areas. 

17  persons  are  licensed  to  slaughter  and  stun  animals. 
There  is  no  knackers  yard  in  the  area. 

Radiological  Health  and  Safety 

The  Council  has  agreed  that  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  I  shall  attend  a  course  on  the  above  subject  to 
be  held  at  Nottingham  and  District  Technical  College 
early  next  year.  This  is  of  importance  to  Public 
Health  officials  owing  to  the  increasing  use  of  radioactive 
material  in  hospitals,  industry  and  in  atomic  power  stations, 
and  I  am  grateful  for  this  opportunity. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
Personnel 

At  no  time  during  the  financial  year  under  review  was 
it  necessary  to  employ  the  full  authorised  labour  force  of 
28  workmen  for  the  Public  Cleansing  Department.  The 
average  weekly  labour  force  for  the  year  was  26.1,  whilst 
the  average  labour  force  at  work  during  the  year  was  24.4. 
During  the  year  2  changes  in  personnel  took  place. 

Sickness  and  Absenteeism  Records 


Total  possible  working  hours  of  all  staff:  56,476. 


Time 

%  of  Total 

Time  Lost 

%  for 

Lost 

Poss.  Hours 

1960 

1960 

Sickness 

(Paid)  .... 

..  2,453 

4.59 

2,483i 

4.38 

Sickness 

(Unpaid)  . 

..  450 

0.78 

171 

0.29 

Other  time  lost  .... 

..  730 

1.29 

412£ 

0.72 

3,633 

6.66 

3,067 

5.39 

It  was  necessary  to  caution  several  employees  regard¬ 
ing  absenteeism  during  the  year  and  one  was  dismissed  for 
persistent  absenteeism. 
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Refuse  Collection 
Provision  of  Dustbins 

Informal  dustbin  letters  served .  31 

Informal  dustbin  letters  complied  with .  31 

New  dustbins  sold  by  Council  . 139 

Trade  Waste 

The  fee  for  collection  of  trade  waste  from  certain  busi¬ 
ness  premises  remained  at  £1  12s.  6d.  for  each  additional 
receptacle. 

The  number  of  trade  waste  units  for  which  fees  were 
collected  was  21  in  1961/62. 


1961/62 

1960/61 

Financial  Year 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

Trade  Refuse  Income  . 

...  89  7  6 

86  2  6 

Fees  for  disposal  of  loads 

of 

Rubbish  . 

...  31  5  6 

23  13  3 

TABLE  1 

Public  Health  Inspection  of  the  District 


HOUSING  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


Public  Health  Act  . 

350 

Clean  Air  Inspections 

112 

Housing  Inspection  . 

138 

Drains  Inspected  and 

Unfit  Houses  . 

394 

Tested  . 

459 

Standard  Grants  . 

189 

Nuisances  . 

97 

Discretionary  Grants  . 

8 

W.C.  Conversions  . 

324 

Housing  Applicants  . 

18 

Cesspools  . 

37 

Council  Dwellings  . 

41 

Dustbins  . 

22 

FOOD  SUPPLY 

Refuse  Disposal . 

90 

Bakehouses  . 

6 

Refuse  Collection  . 

73 

Dairies  . 

12 

Salvage  Visits  . 

48 

Ice  Cream  Manufacture  ... 

2 

Dirty  Premises  and  Articles 

14 

Ice  Cream  Retail . 

15 

Infectious  Disease  . 

14 

Preserved  Foods  —  Manu- 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds — 

facture  . 

12 

Sites  . 

37 

Slaughterhouses  . 

131 

Water  Supply  . 

14 

Market  Stalls  . 

26 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Unsound  Food  (Visits) 

40 

Miscellaneous  . 

15 

Catering  . 

1 

Transport  . 

138 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

34 

Keeping  of  Animals . 

3 

SHOPS  ACT 

Rodent  Control  . 

384 

Visits  . 

46 

Disinfestation  (Vermin)  ... 

9 

FACTORIES  ACT 

Hairdressers  . 

3 

Factories  . 

20 

Diesel  . 

1 

Workshops  . 

2 

Petrol  . . 

50 

Building  Sites  . 

3 

Noise  Abatement  . 

5 

Offices  . 

1 

National  Assistance  Act  ... 

8 

40 


TABLE  2 


Summary  of  Complaints  Received 


GENERAL  HOUSING  DEFECTS 

INFESTATIONS 

General  Defects . 

25 

Rats  . 

48 

Chimney  Stack  . 

4 

Mice  . 

23 

House  Roofs  . 

5 

Other  Vermin  ...  . 

2 

Dampness  . 

4 

Beetles  (including  Cock- 

Yard  Surfaces  . 

3 

roaches)  . .  . 

24 

Ants  . 

10 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Silverfish  . 

1 

Insufficient  and  Defective 

5 

Bed  Bugs  . 

2 

Crickets  . 

3 

WATER  CLOSETS 

Moths  . 

1 

Defective  and  Inadequate 

Bees  and  Wasps . 

3 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

3 

Birds  ...  . . 

1 

Pail  and  Privy  Closets 

5 

GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

ANIMALS— IMPROPER 

MATTERS 

KEEPING 

Dirty  Conditions  . 

8 

Dogs,  Cats,  etc . 

3 

Dustbins 

75 

Farm  Animals  . 

2 

Accumulations  of  Material 

15 

Pigeons  . ...  .,.  ...  .  ... 

1 

Overcrowding  . 

2 

Industrial  Smoke  . 

8 

DRAINAGE 

Domestic  Smoke  . 

5 

Obstructions  .  ... 

47 

Unsound  Food  . 

40 

Defective  Drains  . 

5 

Food  Premises 

3 

Cesspools  . 

4 

Offensive  Smells  . 

16 

Water  in  Cellars  . 

10 

Flooding  and  Pollution  of 

Water  Courses  . 

4 

Noise  Nuisance  . 

7 

Miscellaneous  . 

9 

Temporary  Dwellings 

1 

Factories  . 

5 

41 


TABLE  3 


Summary  of  Housing  Action 

HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 

ELSEWHERE 

Return  for  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1961 

A.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 
IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 

Displaced 
Houses  De-  during  Year 
molished  Persons  Families 

Houses  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation  —  —  — 

NOT  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 
As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Sections  16  or 

17(1)  Housing  Act,  1957  .  12  12  4 

B.  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

Displaced 
during  Year 

Number  Persons  Families 
Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and 

35(1)  Housing  Act,  1957  .  20  14  5 

Parts  of  Buildings  Closed  under  Sec¬ 
tion  18,  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  —  —  — 

C.  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH 

DEFECTS  WERE  REMEDIED 

By  Local 
By  Owner  Authority 

After  Informal  Action  by  Local 

Authority  .  356  — 

After  Formal  Notice  under: — 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts  .  19  — 

(b)  Sections  9  and  16  Housing  Act, 

1957  11  — 

DISCRETIONARY  AND  STANDARD  GlRANT  RETURN 


DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 

Discretionary  Grants  Completed  .  4 

Amount  of  Grant  Paid  .  £1,122/10/- 

Applications  Received  .  7 

Applications  Passed  .  4 

STANDARD  GRANTS 

Standard  Grants  Completed  .  37 

Amount  of  Grant  Paid  .  £3,657/17/3 

Applications  Received  .  43 

Applications  Passed  .  37 

Applications  Withdrawn  .  1 
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TABLE  5 


Water  Supply 


SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN  AND  RESULTS 

By  Water*  Board: — 

Samples  Satis- 

Submitted  factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Chemical  ...  . 

...  9 

9 

Nil 

Bacteriological  . 

By  Public  Health  Department: — 

...  87 

87 

Nil 

Chemical  . 

...  1 

1 

Nil 

Bacteriological  . 

Typical  Result: — 

...  7 

7 

Nil 

Sample  of  water  taken  from:  Tap  over  sink  directly  from  main. 


RESULTS  OF  ANALYSIS 

Colour  .  7  Hazen  Units 

Turbidity  .  Less  than  2  p.p.m.  silica  scale 

Appearance  in  2-Foot  Tube .  Practically  clear,  faintly  brown 


pH.  Value  . 

8.65 

Parts  per 

Million 

Total  Solid  Matter  (Dried  at  180° 

C.)  ...  . . 

85 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

0.01 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . 

. 

0.02 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  . 

. 

Faint  Trace 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  . 

•••  •••  ••• 

Faint  Trace 

Chlorine  (present  as  Chloride) 

•  ••  ♦•*  ,  ,  ,  •«»  ••• 

9 

Oxygen  Absorbed  in  Four  Hours 

at  80°  Fahr.  ...  ... 

0.60 

Temporary  ...  . . 

.  ,  ,  ...  ,  ,  ,  ... 

10 

Hardness  Permanent  . 

30 

Total  . 

. 

40 

Metals:  Lead  ...  . . 

...  ...  ...  *»•  .. 

0 

Copper 

...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 

Zinc  . 

...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 

Iron  . 

. 

0.13 

Available  Chloride  . 

. 

0 

In  appearance  the  sample  was  practically  clear  and  of  a  faint 
brownish  colour. 


The  results  of  chemical  analysis  afford  no  evidence  of  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  active  pollution. 


TABLE  6 


SUMMARY  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES  TO  DWELLNGS 


Number  of  Houses  in  District  connected 

to  Mains  .  6,348 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  supplied 

from  Standpipes  on  Mains  .  1 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  not 

supplied  from  Standpipes  or  Mains  9 

Number  of  connections  made  during  the 
year; — « 

New  Houses  .  43 


Estimated 

Population 

Involved 

17,935 

3 

31 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  connected 

to  Sewers  . 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  not  con¬ 
nected  to  Sewers  . . ,  . 

Number  of  connections  made  during  the 
year: — 

(a)  Existing  Houses  . 

(b)  New  Houses . 

Number  of  conversions  to  other  closets 

to  W.C.’s  . .  . 


Estimated 

Population 

Involved 

5,561 

16,768 

294 

882 

36 

108 

42 

36 

TABLE  7 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Return  for  the  Year  1961 

Types  of  Property 
Non- Agricultural 

1  2  3  4  5 

Dwelling 
Houses 

including  All  other  Tortal  of 
Local  Council  Business  Cols.  1.  Agricul- 


Total  number  of  pro¬ 
perties  inspected 
as  a  result  of  noti¬ 

Authority  Houses 

Premises 

2  and  3 

tural 

fication  . 

Number  of  such  pro¬ 
perties  found  to 
be  infested  by: — 
Common  Rat: 

10 

43 

26 

79 

2 

Major  . 

6 

2 

9 

10 

2 

Minor  . 

House  Mouse: 

4 

35 

7 

46 

— 

Major  . 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Minor  . 

Total  number  of  pro¬ 
perties  inspected 
in  the  course  of 
survey  under  the 

6 

17 

23 

Act  . 

Total  number  of  pro¬ 
perties  found  to 
be  infested  by: — 
Common  Rat: 

33 

172 

130 

335 

Major  . 

— 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Minor  . .'. 

House  Mouse: 

— 

39 

— 

39 

— 

Major  . 

• - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  . 

Number  of  infested 

. 

3 

— 

3 

. 

properties  . 

10 

91 

26 

127 

2 
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Sewer  Treatment— Results 


Total  No. 

No.  not 

No. 

Pre-bait 

takes 

Total 

Date 

Manholes  Baited 

Baited 

C. 

P. 

Takes 

N.T. 

November,  1961 

...  520 

422 

98 

11 

6 

17 

81 

February,  1961 

...  520 

454 

66 

5 

4 

9 

57 

July,  1960  . 

...  520 

457 

63 

3 

2 

5 

58 

December,  1959 

...  520 

454 

66 

5 

— 

5 

61 

June,  1959  . 

...  520 

469 

51 

1 

2 

3 

48 

March,  1959  ... 

...  509 

453 

56 

— 

— 

25 

31 

June,  1958  . 

...  509 

475 

34 

4 

7 

3 

31 

December,  1957 

...  509 

447 

62 

7 

3 

10 

52 

May,  1957  . 

...  509 

447 

62 

26 

13 

39 

23 

Disinfestation 

Treatments  undertaken  during  1981 


Cockroaches  . 

Ants  . 

Crickets  . 

Wasps  . 

Silverfish  . 

Bed  Bugs  . 

Moths  . 

Number  of  Packets  of  Insect  Powder 
issued  . 


30 

11 

5 

2 

1 

3 

1 
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TABLE  8 


Meat  Inspection 

Summary  of  Animals  Slaughtered,  Inspected  and 
Incidence  of  Disease  Found 

No.  found  diseased. 
Other  diseases  T.B. 


Adult  Cattle  (other  than 

Killed 

Inspected  No. 

% 

No. 

7* 

cows)  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cows  . 

1 

1 

1 

100.0 

— 

— 

Calves  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sheep  . 

178 

178 

10 

5.62 

— 

— . 

Pigs  . 

42 

42 

9 

21.43 

— 

• — * 

Summary  of  Disease  Found  and  Parts  of  Animals 
Affected 

Animals  Affected 


Disease  Part  Affected  Cattle  Calves  Pigs 

Pneumonia  Lungs  ...  —  —  1 

Ascaris  Lumbricoldes  Liver  .  —  —  3 

Part  Liver...  —  —  3 

Bruising  and  Injury  Hind  Leg  ...  —  —  — 

Parasites  Liver  —  —  — 

Part  Liver.  .  —  —  — 

Telangiectasis  Liver  1  —  — 

Atrophy  Liver  —  —  1 

Lungs  ...  —  —  1 


Sheep 

and 

Lambs 


1 

2 

7 
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STATISTICS 


TABLE  9 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND 

SANITARY  CLEANSING 

DISPOSAL 

1961/62 

COSTS 

1960/61 

£ 

Wages,  Superannuation,  Insurance,  etc. — 

£ 

£ 

Collection  and  Disposal 

...  11,701 

11,516 

Cesspools  . 

788 

652 

Nightsoil  . 

642 

602 

Privies  . 

Miscellaneous — 

13,131 

4 

Haulage  . 

...  3,738 

3,136 

Rents  . 

25 

25 

Protective  Clothing 

146 

113 

Dustbins  . 

111 

74 

Tools  and  Sundries 

205 

85 

Special  Repairs  to  Tip 

— 

326 

4,225  — -  3,759 


17,356  16,533 


Salvage — 


Wages  . 

. 

1,880 

1,622 

Superannuation,  Insurance, 
etc.  . 

372 

306 

Haulage  . 

. 

442 

399 

Sundries  (including 
baler  in  1961/62) 

new 

715 

164 

Proportion  of  Salaries 
Establishment 

and 

114 

102 

-  3,523 

— 

INCOME 


Sanitary  Cleansing 


Sale  of  Dustbins  . 

130 

89 

Miscellaneous  . 

50 

34 

Trade  Refuse  . 

88 

86 

Refuse  Disposal  Fees  ... 

31 

24 

Salvage 

Sale  of  Salvage  . 

...  3,110 

299 

2,829 

233 
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TABLE  10 


GENERAL  EFFICIENCY  STATISTICS 


Number 

Loads 

Tonnage 

Dustbins  (weekly  collection) 

.  . 

6,442 

2,434 

6,014 

Privies  (collected  when  necessary) 

1 

1 

2 

Cesspools  (monthly  service) 

142 

2,015 

4,722 

Pails  (weekly  collection)  ... 

... 

187 

106 

247 

Salvage  (all  forms)  . 

— 

1,019 

764 

Average  haul  to 

Disposal 

Point 

— 2b 

miles 

THE  UNIT  COSTS  FOR  VARIOUS  SERVICES 

1959 

1960 

1961 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s. 

d. 

For  each  dustbin  emptied  . . . 

1 

11 

9 

1 

12 

6 

2  5 

10 

For  each  Privy  emptied  . . . 

3 

9 

7 

1 

8 

6 

1  7 

10 

For  each  Pail  emptied 

2 

19 

3 

3 

7 

2 

5  19 

O 

For  each  Cesspool  emptied 

8 

11 

9 

9 

16 

7 

9  11 

8 

Collection  per  1  ton  of  refuse 

1 

15 

9 

1 

12 

7 

2  0 

3 

Disposal  of  1  ton  of  refuse 
Cost  per  1,000  population: 

0 

4 

8 

0 

8 

0 

0  9 

5 

Refuse  Collection 

620 

11 

4 

606 

5 

5 

688  11 

8 

Refuse  Disposal  . 

81 

15 

2 

156 

12 

11 

171  1 

0 

Cost  per  1,000  premises: 

Refuse  Collection 

1,691 

11 

2  1,705 

3 

1 

1,890  9 

8 

Refuse  Disposal  . 

299 

19 

8 

440 

9 

0 

470  17 

5 

TABLE  11 


RECLAMATION  OF  REFUSE— DISPOSAL  OF  SALVAGED 
MATERIALS 

1960  1961 


T.  C. 

Q.  P. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

T. 

C. 

Q.  P. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  .... 

300  1 

2  26 

2284 

1 

5 

301 

14 

1 

7 

2403 

19 

3 

Ferrous  Metals  . . 

111  4 

2  0 

365 

14 

9 

127 

16 

1 

0 

508 

6 

9 

Textiles  . 

11  11 

3  18 

116 

14 

8 

9 

8 

1 

27 

94 

6 

2 

Non  Ferrous  Metals 

—  10 

1  3 

43 

13 

2 

— 

11 

1 

8 

40 

14 

5 

Cullet  . 

2  14 

0  0 

2  14 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rnttlpc; 

13 

0 

6 

Scrap  Batteries  . . 

— 

— 

3 

8 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

426  2 

1  9 

£2829 

6 

10 

439 

10 

1 

14 

£3047 

6 

7 
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TABLE  12 

OPERATIONAL  COSTS  OF  VEHICLES 

Type:  Dennis  Dennis  Dennis  Dennis  Dennis  Dennis  Bristol 

Diesel  Diesel  Diesel  Tr3ctor 

Registration  No.:  645-NRB  MRB-918  TRB-331  ORB-894  557-CRA  NRA-229  359-RRA 
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TABLE  13 

OPERATIONAL  COSTS  OF  VEHICLES 

Type:  Morris  Morris  Dennis  Trojan  Aveling-  Allen  Bedford  Trojan 

Barford  Lacre 
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ASIocation  of  Lorries: — 

YRB-132:  Housing  Van.  329-HRA:  Highways  Truck. 

74-RRB:  Housing  Van.  PNU-49:  Auto-Scythe. 

332-NRA:  Housing  Van.  158-BRA:  Road  Sweeper. 

loXcAH  ■  U.aLu^  J*rr<i  372-CRA:  Road  Roller. 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1959. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health :~ 


No .  of 

No,  on  Inspec-  Written  Prosecuted 
Register,  tions  .Notices .Occupiers . 


(i)Factories  in 
which  Sec. 1,2, 

3,4  &  6  are  to  8 
be  enforced  by 
Local  Auth's. 

(ii  factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Sec. 7  98 

is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Auth. 

(iii) Other  Premises  in 
which  Sec. 7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  46 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers'  premises) 


2 


20 


6 


3 


2#  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of  cases 
Referred  in  which  prose- 
Fou-Remed.To  H.M.By  H.M.cutions  were 
Particulars.  nd.ied.  Inspec. Inspec. instituted. 


Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences  (S.7) 

(a) lnsuff icient  ~ 

(b)  Unsuitable 

or  defective  44  -  4 

(c) Not  separate 

for  sexes  22  -  2 


3.  Outworkers  in  August  list. 
Making  Wearing  Apparel  -  35. 
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